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ACTION AF-08 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 INR-07 L-03 

NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 USIA-15 SAM-01 

ARA-10 EUR- 12 /088 W 

016164 

P 261010Z JUL 76 
FM AMCONSUL DURBAN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2291 
INFO AMEMBASSY PRETORIA 
AMCONSUL JOHANNESBURG 
AMCONSUL CAPE TOWN 
AMEMBASSY MAPUTO PRIORITY 

UNCLAS DURBAN 0352 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: MILL SF, MZ 

SUBJECT: SOUTH AFRICAN VESSEL STRAFED 

1 . A DURBAN BOUND SOUTH AFRICAN COASTAL FREIGHTER HAS 
REPORTED BEING STRAFED WITH MACHINE GUN FIRE BY AN UNIDENTI- 
FIED AIRCRAFT WHILE OFF THE COAST OF MOZAMBIQUE JULY 24. 

ACCORDING CAPTAIN OF M/V LIMPOPO, OWNED BY DURBAN-BASED 
UNICORN LINES, SHIP WAS TWELVE NAUTICAL MILES SOUTH OF PONTO 

DO OURO AND SIX NAUTICAL MILES FROM COAST WHEN ATTACK OCCURRED. 
THE PLANE, A LIGHT AIRCRAFT, MADE EIGHT SEPARATE MAST-HIGH 
ATTACKS AND, AFTER BREAKING OFF LAST ATTACK, FLEW 
TOWARDS MOZAMBIQUE COAST. WHILE CREWMEN COULD NOT IDENTIFY 
PLANE OR ITS OCCUPANTS, SHIP'S CHIEF ENGINEER WAS ABLE TO 
PHOTOGRAPH PLANE. FILM HAS BEEN GIVEN TO SOUTH AFRICAN NAVY 
FOR POSSIBLE IDENTIFICATION. THERENWERENNO INJURIES TO SHIP' 
PERSONNEL. 

2. NATAL MERCURY QUOTES UNIDENTIFIED FORMER MEMBER OF 
MOZAMBIQUE FLYING CLUB AS SAYING FRELIMO GOVERNMENT HAS NO 
MILITARY AIRCRAFT, BUT THAT CUBAN AND RUSSIAN INSTRUCTORS ARE 
TRAINING PILOTS ON CIVILIAN CRAFT. MERCURY'S INFORMANT 
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STATES ALL PRIVATE AIRCRAFT HAVE BEEN EXPROPRIATED BY FRELIMO 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SHIPS, INVASIONS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 26 JUL 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976DURBAN00352 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760286-0635 
From: DURBAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760722/aaaaatlv.tel 

Line Count: 63 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION AF 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: hackerpO 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 22 MAR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <22 MAR 2004 by ThomasVJ>; APPROVED <06 JAN 2005 by hackerp0> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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